Thank you for your interest in our Rural Scholarships Program.
Hunter Valley Grammar School (HVGS) is the region’s own premier independent, coeducational school for
students from Preschool to Year 12.
Our Rural Scholarships Program offers rural students living in rural and regional NSW and further afield in wider
Australia, the opportunity to finish their critical HSC years at HVGS, while staying in a homestay situation in the
care of a local Hunter Valley family. Scholarships are on offer for students entering Year 11.
On the following pages you’ll find questions and answers pertaining to all aspects of the Program. If you’d like to
speak to us in person, you’ll find contact details in the back of this booklet. Don’t hesitate to reach out. We’d love
to chat.
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Rural Family Q & A
What is Homestay and what are the benefits of attending Hunter Valley Grammar School?
Homestay is a program where students are welcomed into the home of a local family while studying at Hunter
Valley Grammar School.
The Rural Scholarships Program offers students the opportunity to attend the region’s own premier independent
school for Years 11 and 12. The School provides a caring and supportive environment where dynamic and diverse
teaching and learning is the central theme, and each student is provided with the opportunity to achieve their
personal best. Students can choose from a wide range of region-leading academic and co-curricular programs for
their personal development and growth. You find more information about the School at www.hvgs.nsw.edu.au.
The campus boasts 13 hectares of beautifully landscaped, tree studded grounds, with excellent facilities and
sporting fields.

How will students be selected for the Program?
1.

Students apply for a Rural Scholarship.

2.

HVGS determines their suitability for an enrolment and for the Program; this involves an Interview with the
Principal and the rural student and parent.

3.

A sub-committee of the Board’s Scholarship Committee awards Rural Scholarships to a select group of
students.

4.

The Principal, Deputy Principal and Director of Enrolments, match students to pre-approved Homestay
Families.

5.

Before an offer of enrolment and Homestay is made, introductions are facilitated between Homestay
Families and a rural student/family. At this point, a decision to proceed is made.

6.

Homestay Families, and the parents of the student sign separate agreements which detail rights and
obligations.

7.

Our primary aim is to find a Homestay Family who will be compatible with the interests and personality of the
student.

What will a Homestay Family provide for my child as part of the Rural Scholarships Program?
Your Homestay Family will;

•

support the values and aims of Hunter Valley Grammar School

•

encourage your child to engage fully with their HVGS education

•

build a quality relationship with your child by meeting the usual expectations that the School has of a parent

•

provide a comfortable, safe and friendly home away from home

•

provide a study area

•

give your child independent access to the home

•

supply three healthy meals each day
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Rural Family Q & A
•

organise transport to and from HVGS

•

speak English as the main language

•

provide laundered sheets and towels and basic toiletries

•

offer laundry facilities - there is no expectation that Homestay Families do your child’s personal laundry.

Health and other matters
Your child is expected to have personal health insurance; the insurance details will be provided to the Homestay
Family. If your child is ill or requires medical attention, the Homestay Family will ensure that your child sees a
doctor promptly and ensure that you and the School are notified.
Recipients of a Rural Scholarship are expected to abide by the ‘house rules’ as stipulated by the Homestay Family
and to treat their new home with respect. If there is any concern about the Homestay arrangement, the

Homestay Family will contact the School immediately, while the concern is still in the earliest stages.
As part of the selection process, a Police Check and Working with Children Check will be completed for all adults
residing in the Homestay household.
Parents are encouraged to stay interested and informed – without interfering or being excessive with
communication to the Homestay Family.
We encourage the Homestay parents to parent your child while HVGS educates them. Homestay Families will
attend parent/teacher interviews and other relevant school information evenings and events.
Your child is expected to return home during the school holidays unless special arrangements are made with the
Homestay Family. You are responsible for arranging transport to and from your place of residence.

Financial Information
The cost of the Homestay is $300 per week, during term time, and is required to be paid by the Rural Family

•

to the School. This payment is passed (in full) to the Homestay Family to off-set costs of board and lodging
•

The Rural Scholarship will provide a remission of 75% of School fees

•

School camps and compulsory school excursions are inclusive of this Scholarship

•

You will be required to meet the cost of a BYOD device, sport and school uniforms, private music tuition fees,
text books, sundry items and the remaining 25% of the tuition fees
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•

Rural Family Q & A

Acceptance of an HVGS Scholarship will be subject to the School’s enrolment and Scholarship terms and
conditions

•

An Enrolment Bond of $1,250 is payable upon acceptance of the Scholarship (refer to our Terms and
Conditions)

•

Tuition and Homestay fees and associated costs are payable on the first day of term. Fees that are not paid
within the required time will attract a service fee.
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HVGS Contact Details
For more information about the Rural Scholarship program, please contact Mr Paul Teys in the first instance.
Mr Paul Teys
Principal
Tel: (02) 4931 0713
Email: strattona@hvgs.nsw.edu.au
Mrs Penny Curran-Peters
Deputy Principal and Head of Senior School
Tel: (02) 4931 0764
Email: curranpetersp@hvgs.nsw.edu.au
Mobile: 0491 140 734
Mrs Jennifer Fisher
Director of Enrolments – Homestay Coordinator
Tel: (02) 4931 0771
Email: fisherj@hvgs.nsw.edu.au
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42 Norfolk Street, Ashtonfield NSW 2323, Australia
T 02 4934 2444 F 02 4934 2404
W hvgs.nsw.edu.au E registrar@hvgs.nsw.edu.au

