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Employability and learning skills
Employability skills — a key component of 21st century skills — can be defined as the transferable skills that can have 
a positive impact in education and the workplace, and these key skills are integrated into these specifications to 
help candidates develop on many levels.

SKILLS MEANING HOW TRINITY SPEECH AND DRAMA EXAMS 
SUPPORT THIS

Communication 
and interpersonal 
skills 

	◗ The ability to explain what you mean 
in a clear and concise way

	◗ To act upon key information/
instructions

Candidates build their communication skills through  
the performance of material, working on vocal and 
physical skills that convey meaning, character and  
story to an audience.

Through the reflection task, candidates develop their 
skills through responding articulately to questions 
provided, as well as self-analysis.

Creativity 	◗ The ability to apply knowledge from 
many different areas to solve a task

	◗ The ability to develop creative 
responses to challenges and  
in doing so create original  
and imaginative solutions

The performance-based tasks support candidates in 
building their creativity as they realise material for 
performance, making interpretive choices. 

Working under 
pressure and 
to deadlines

	◗ The ability to manage the workload 
that comes with deadlines

The challenge of the exam environment, the 
requirement to prepare thoroughly, together with tasks 
that require candidates to respond quickly to new 
information are an excellent measure of this skill area.

Organisation 
skills

	◗ The ability to be organised and 
methodical

	◗ The ability to plan work to meet 
deadlines and targets

	◗ The ability to monitor progress  
of work to ensure deadlines are met

Being prepared and organised in the exam room is a 
key part of the assessment. Candidates are expected 
to research and prepare their performance pieces 
and take responsibility for the hard-copy information 
and equipment required for the exam.

Critical thinking 
skills

	◗ The ability to analyse material and 
deconstruct it to understand how its 
specific impact is achieved through 
language and meaning

Through rehearsing and preparing for the 
performance-based tasks, candidates hone their 
critical thinking and analytical skills. 

Confidence 	◗ Belief in one’s own ability to 
successfully complete a task

The experience of preparing for both performance 
and the exam itself can build candidates’ belief in 
themselves and their own abilities. 


